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WHAT IS CAESAR’S, WHAT IS GOD’S?  
A TRANSCULTURAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE LEGITIMATION 
OF THE POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS SPHERES  

CALL FOR SCHOLARSHIP NOMINATIONS 
 
DATE: MARCH 9 TO 18, 2015 
VENUE: KYOTO UNIVERSITY, JAPAN 

 
Twenty outstanding doctoral students from selected universities in Asia, Europe and Latin 
America will be invited to participate in the Santander International Winter School „WHAT IS 
CAESAR’S, WHAT IS GOD’S?“. The speakers are scholars from Heidelberg University as well as 
renowned experts from other Asian, European and Latin American universities. 
 
It has become common sense in contemporary academia to refer to the concept of “religion” as 
originally a European idea. Already in the 1960s, dissonant voices like that of Canadian scholar 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith questioned the universality of the term “religion”, judging it to be 
inadequate for addressing “non-western” realities. Stimulated by the genealogical approach put 
forward by Michel Foucault, scholars such as Talal Asad have published ground-breaking work, 
which helped further clarify some of the many facets of “religion” as a historical construct. What 
these studies have shown is that the modern idea of “religion” was always delineated vis-à-vis an 
“Other”: that is, it was only through the idealization of that which was not pertaining to “religion” 
that this sphere was reshaped to have a much more limited meaning. It was in this same context 
that the conceptual dichotomy between “religion” and “politics” was established along with 
categories such as “superstition,” “science,” and “the secular”, a process which began in the early 
modern era. The Santander International Winter School sets out to deliberate these issues from a 
global perspective. The school is developed by members of a project on Discursive Practices of 
Political Legitimation at Universität Heidelberg’s Cluster of Excellence “Asia and Europe in a 
Global Context”. The scientific coordinators of the summer school are Prof. Hans Martin Krämer 
and Dr. Orion Klautau from Universität Heidelberg. The speakers include Prof. Prasenjit Duara 
(Singapore), Prof. Sylvie Le Grand Ticchi (France), Prof. Hayashi Makoto (Japan), and Prof. 
Hartmut Lehmann (Germany). The Summer School is co-coordinated by Kyoto University. 
 
Reasonable travel expenses (economy airfares etc.) will be reimbursed to the doctoral students 
upon submission of receipts. Accommodation will be provided free of charge. No participation fee 
will be charged. All doctoral students are expected to present their research projects in short 
presentations.  
 
Doctoral supervisors can nominate their students by email to the project coordinator at the 
International Relations Office of Heidelberg University (isabel.eisenmann@zuv.uni-heidelberg.de) 
by May 31, 2014. 
 
Nominations should include the following documents: 
— Application Form, filled in by the doctoral student 
— CV of the doctoral student 
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— Description of the doctoral student’s research project and how it relates to the winter school 
topic: 2 pages, including an abstract of max. 200 words 

 

Participants will be selected by a scholarly committee. All application materials must be in 
English. 

CONTACT 
Dr. Isabel Eisenmann, International Relations Office 
Universität Heidelberg, Seminarstraße 2, 69117 Heidelberg, Germany 
Phone +49 (0)6221 54-2319, Fax +49 (0)6221 54-2332, isabel.eisenmann@zuv.uni-heidelberg.de   


