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Duration 2016 - 2018  

SUCRE: Supporting University Community pathways
for REfugees-migrants

✓ IO 1: Higher Education Qualification and Application Procedures for Refugee Applicants

✓ IO 2: Institutional Support for Refugee Students in Higher Education

✓ IO 3: Institutional Support for Refugee Scholars in Higher Education

…through publications on Challenges and Best Practices/Strategies to Overcome Them

✓ IO 4: Psychosocial Support through Communities’ engagement and mobilisation
✓ IO 5: Supporting refugees on Health and Law Issues

…through open digital educational modules and monitoring/recommendations guidelines 



Over 600 institutions in 45 countries, with 17 national sections in the U.S., 
Canada, Australia, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, 
Italy, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Finland, Slovakia, Flanders and Wallonia. 

THE SAR NETWORK

Launch of SAR Europe, European 
Parliament, Brussels, November 2018 



Title: Initiative to Support, Promote and Integrate 
Researchers at Risk in Europe PLUS

Duration: September 2022 to August 2025

Coordinator: SAR Europe at Maynooth University, Ireland

Consortium: 6 project partners, 4 associated partners, 9 
advisory board members 

Funder: European Union’s Marie Skłodowska-Curie 
Actions (MSCA), Horizon Europe

INSPIREUROPE+ FACTS

Successor of Inspireurope
Funded under MSCA, 2019-2022



SAR Greece History

• 2018: AUTh joined SAR 

• Oct. 2018: AUTh hosted the first meeting for Greek universities and national agencies to discuss forming a SAR 
Greece section.

• Oct. 2020: SAR Europe and AUTh co-hosted a meeting for Greek universities to continue work towards a SAR 
Greece Section.

• Dec 2020: Ionian University joined the SAR network

• Jan 2021: University of the Aegean joined the SAR network

• Jun 2021: SAR Greece under the Auspices of the Ministry of Education

• Jun 2021: Univ of Thessaly joined the SAR network 

• Oct 2021: Launch of SAR Greece Section!

• Dec 2021: Panteion Univ joined the SAR network

• 2022: University of Crete and  University of Western Macedonia joined the network

• 2025: Ongoing discussions with another 9 Greek Universities



• Informing H.E. the (then) President of the Hellenic Republic on SAR
Greece and the Inspireurope project (March 14, 2022)

• Ensuring support at the highest University level (Rectors of the
joining Universities)

• Personal communications with academics and HEIs’ administration
at all to develop/expand the network

• Presentations/raising awareness activities at the highest possible
level (Rectors’ Synod – April 2021, July 2022, April 2023, July 2024)

• Presentation/collaboration with the Vice-Minister/s of Education –
May 2021, June 2022, August 2022, March 2023, March 2025,
December 2025) to promote specific practical measures for the
support of R@R

SAR Greece Actions



https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sar-europe/events/inspireurope-outreach-workshop-

thessaloniki-greece-september-30th-2020 

LEARNING

➢ Online publication of a Welcome Guide
• For hosting S@Rs in AUTH https://inspireurope.auth.gr/welcomeguide/
➢ Signing of Memorandum of Understanding with Ministry of Migration Policy 

(special regulatory decision to enable Greek HEIs to offer temporary positions 
for S@Rs beyond the regular procedures for academic posts/ work visa 
acceptance)

➢ Push for Creation of A Greek Scholarship Scheme for S@R

• Ongoing Discussions with Greek Ministry of Education and National 
Scholarship Agency

➢ Submission to the MSCA4Ukraine Calls (2022& 2025)
-- Design of planned support through the collaboration of all AUTh’s related 
depts (Administration, Research Committee, Career Services, School of 
Modern Greek Language, Dept. of European Educational Programmes)

Mobilising National Action

https://inspireurope.auth.gr/welcomeguide/


https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sar-europe/events/inspireurope-outreach-workshop-

thessaloniki-greece-september-30th-2020 

LEARNING

➢ Close Collaboration with Euraxess Bulgaria

• Regular exchange to grow the support base in the Balkan region

• Advice from AUTh on SAR national Section building in Bulgaria

• Participation of EURAXESS in major AUTH regional events (e.g. Inspireurope+ Webinar on 
Preparing HEIs in Southeastern Europe to support Researchers at Risk and Inspireurope
Outreach Workshops

• Preparation of joint proposals

➢ Associate Partner of the SAFE project: Supporting At-risk researchers with Fellowships in 
Europe (https://saferesearchers.eu)

• Dedicated  pilot fellowship scheme for at-risk researchers of any non-EU nationality 

• Presented as a model of effective support in different events

• Erasmus Staff Training week ERACON2025, 23 June 2025

• Assembly of the Executive Committee of the Union of academic Faculty members of 
all Greek HEIs (POSDEP), February 2025

Mobilising SE Europe



https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sar-europe/events/inspireurope-outreach-workshop-thessaloniki-

greece-september-30th-2020 

LEARNING

➢ Outreach events 

- InSPIREurope Outreach Workshop, September 2020 (https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop)

- Inspireurope Regional Outreach Workshop “Supporting Researchers at Risk in SE Europe”, March 
2022 (https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop2022_materials)

- Inspireurope+ Outreach Workshop – Regional, March 2025 
(https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop2025_materials)

>110 attendees from 25 countries – Aim to expand the support base for R@R and strengthen 
institutional and non-academic sector preparedness

Mobilising SE Europe

https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop
https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop2022_materials
https://inspireurope.auth.gr/en/workshop2025_materials


https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sar-europe/events/inspireurope-outreach-workshop-thessaloniki-

greece-september-30th-2020 

LEARNING

➢ Inspireurope+ Leadership Roundtable (October 2023)

30 Rectors/Vice-Rectors from 22 institutions in 12 countries

Addressed the needs of host institutions in E and SE Europe, who do not enjoy the same resources or support as 
institutions in Northern and Western Europe. Highlighted the challenges and opportunities for HEIs in the region

➢ Inspireurope+ Webinar Preparing HEIs in Southeastern Europe to support Researchers at Risk (January 
2025)

60 attendees from 19 countries 

Raised awareness and preparedness on hosting researchers at risk by sharing good practices, discussing possible 
challenges, and appropriate administrative answers. 

Mobilising SE Europe



• Ruhr University Bochum (Germany): Iris Vernekohl (Chair)/Monika Sprung (Co-Chair)/Prof. Markus Koller 
• University of Bologna (Italy): Prof. Marco Borraccetti
• University College Cork (Ireland): Dr. Claire Dorrity
• Jagiellonian University Krakow (Poland): Prof. Beata Kowalska (until 2024)
• University of Strasbourg (France): Prof. Mathieu Schneider
• Aristotle University Thessaloniki (Greece): Prof. A Triantafyllidis, Prof. I Papageorgiou,                                     

Dr. Kristina Mantasasvili

University Leadership

Academics/Faculty

University Administrators

European perspectives

Interdisciplinarity

Engaging Faculty through University Networks
Responsible Internationalisation & Global Engagement Task Force

Exchanging experiences and co-creating new ideas and initiatives with scholars and institutions at risk in support of
academic freedom and responsibility in Europe and beyond



DON’T GIVE UP!



• Email: inspire_auth@auth.gr

• Website: https://scholarsatrisk.ionio.gr/en/greece/

mailto:inspire_auth@auth.gr
https://scholarsatrisk.ionio.gr/en/greece/

